rs Beal : ROP VA an 


SAYS OUME WY REPORT NO. 26 


CONTROL APPROVAL SYMBOL 
SPMGS-85 


al 5H 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


CURRENT MORBIDITY DATA FOR THE ARMY 
IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


¢ ASSIFICATion WEEK ENDING 29 JUNE 1945 
by authority of 


R ESTp Or a GENERAL 


i Date 


RUSSELL 9, pris 


EPACKER 
Asst, Security Offic 


ifas. @ 
Cor, 


9.G.0, 


OO 


SISK 


ANNUAL MORBIDITY RATE FROM ALL CAUSES COMBINED 
PER 1000 STRENGTH 


DISEASE B&Ss INJURY 


FORM SG 396 REV. | NOV. 1944 ARMY SERVICE FORGES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION, HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


DOO TNinTcnH 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS 
INFORMATION AFFECTING THE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHIN THE 
MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE 
ACT, 50 U. S. C, 31 AND 32, AS 


AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION 
OR THE REVELATION OF ITS 
CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER 
TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 
IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 


VOLUME Y¥ 


REPORT NO. 26 


WECKLY HEALTH REPORT 


CONTENTS 
DATA FOR WEEK ENDING 29 JUNE 1945 


NATURE OF THE DATA . 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS , 


. ° ° . e e e ° 


SUMMARY FOR TOTAL UNITED STATES AND THE SERVICE COMMANDS 


MORBIDITY DATA FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS (OTHER THAN GENERAL HOSPITALS ) 
HAVING A STRENGTH OF SOOO OR OVER 


® ° e e ° e e e 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required tosubmit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). ‘Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbidconditions due toexternal causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due toenemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable: and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
rate for personnel stationed in the United States shown inthe chart on page 7. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which havea relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 

MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS. WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report isatable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception. centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
xates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
wymbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. * 
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CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

Morbidity from all causes decreased slightly 
(by 3 percent) during the week ending 29 June, being 
reported at 550 per year per thousand strength. The 
current week's admission rete is about 5 percent 
higher than that for the corresponding week of 1944. 
Morbidity from disease also decreased, being reported 
at 497 per thousand. 


The admission rate from injury increased to 53 
per thousand, It should be borne in mind that the 
injury rates reported since October 1944 are not 
strictly comparable with those prior to that time 
because of the directive (issued 29 September 1944) 
which provided for the reporting of injuries exist- 
ing prior to entry into active service and of read- 
missions for injury under "disease" rather than under 
"injury," as was formerly donee 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, ete. was 


reported at 92 per thousand, or about 1 percent lower 
than the previous week, and the lowest rate recorded 
since November 1944. The current week's rate is 
about 40 percent higher than that for the correspond- 
ing week of 1944. 


The admission rete for pneumonia decreased 
Slightly to 9 per thousand which is 50 percent above 
the rate reported for the corresponding week 8f 19446 


Comnon Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal disease, excluding 
cases contracted prior to entry on active service 
decreased slightly to 45 per thousand which is none- 
theless relatively high. This reflects in part the 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


normal cyclical trend during the month since the lowest 
rate usually occurs during the first week, followed by 
a steady rise thereafter until the end of the month. 
The current week's rate is higher than the highest rate 
reported during any week of 1944. 


The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery 
remained at 7 per thousand, continuing the low level 
experienced so far this yeare 


The number of new cases of infectious hepatitis 
decreased to number 189 which is almost the highest so 
far this year. 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

The admission rate from disease decreased in all 
Service Commands except the First, Sixth, and Eighth; 
only in: the Sixth did other than a small increase 
eccure Decreases of 10 percent or more were registered 
in the Second Service Command and MDW. 


The Eighth and Ninth Service Commands reported the 
highest morbidity from all causes (about 575 per thou- 
sand) and from disease (about 520 per thousand). The 
lowest admission rates from all causes (468 per thou- 
sand) and from disease (434 per thousand) was reported 
by the MDW, followed by the Second and Seventh Service 
Commands. 


The Eighth and Fourth Service Commands reported 
the highest morbidity from injury (about 65 per thou- 
sand). The Seventh Service Command had a relatively 
high rate because of a tornado at Liberal AAF, Kansas, 
All other Commands reported rates of under 50 per 
thousand. 
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Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. fluctuated 
widely as between Service Commands. Decreases of 


over 20 percent were registered in the Second, Third, : 


and Ninth Service Commands and MDW, while increases 
of 10 percent or more were reported by the Fourth and 
Eighth Service Commands. The highest morbidity from 
these causes was reported by the Seventh Service Com 
mand (121 per thousand), while the lowest was regis- 
tered by the Second and Third Service Commands (about 
60 per thousand). All Service Commands except the 

.| Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth had rates under 100 
per thousand, 


The admission rate from pneumonia remained about 
the same in most Service Commands, The Eighth Ser- 
vice Command reported the highest morbidity from this 
cause (15 per thousand). 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding EPTS 
cases remained about the same in most Service Com 
mands, The sharpest increase (30 percent) was report— 
ed by the First Service Command, while only the 
Second Service Command registered a decrease of over 
15 percent. The highest morbidity from these causes 
was in the Fifth Service Comnand (55 per thousand), 
followed closely by the Third Service Command. 


Exceptionally low morbidity from diarrhea and 
dysentery was reported in every Service Command, with 
only the Fourth reporting a rate in excess of 10 per 
thousand, The number of new cases of infectious 
hepatitis increased sharply in the Second Service 
Command (at Rhoads G. H.). 
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CTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 
the continental United States is estimated at 28.9 per 
thousand strength for the week ending 29 June as com- 
pared with approximately 29 per thousand for the cor 
responding week of 1944. The mean number of non- 
effectives in this country, including evacuees from 
overseas, decreased to 100.6 per thousand, which is the 
first time in more than a year that a decline occurred. 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 29 JUNE 19 

The mmber of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was 
37,252 or about 400 less than at the end of the pre- | 
vious week. Non-battle injury patients remaining num 
bered 53,100. The number of battle casualty patients 
remaining increased by about 3,700 to number 111,27. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 29 June there were 7,486 
enlisted personnel discharged by CDD or about 50 more 
than the previous week, About 41 percent of these dis= 
charges were reported by General Hospitals and 35 per~ 
cent by Convalescent Hospitals. Included among the 
7,486 CDD's were 2,674 neuropsychiatric cases. 
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(1) Reception Center or Station: see Nature of 
the Data. 

(2) Separation Center: see Nature of the Data. 
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New Orleans PoE, La. 161 135 Leonard Wood, Ft., Mo 


hel 
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Vancouver Bes Wash 


Atlantic City, Ne J. (2, 


Atterbury, Cp., Ind. (1) (2 847 


NOTE: 
When the current week's data for a station 
have not been received and the previous week's 

data are used instead, the rates for this 
station are not reported in this table if they 
were so shown in last week's report. 
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LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


INTEREST 


DIPHTHERIA (27) 


2—Boston, PoE, Mass. 
3-Moore G.H., N. C. 
i-Reno, Ft., Okla. 
—Barnes G.H., Wash. 
1-Baxter G.H., Wash. 
1-Letterman G.H., Calif. 
1-Los Angeles Pok, Calif. 
16-McCaw G.H., Calif. 
N-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER (6) 


-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
1—Crockett, Ft., Tex. 


UNDULANT. FEVER (2) 


1-Bragg, Ft., N. C. 
1—Columbia AAB, S. C. 


POLIOMYELITIS (4) 


l-Halloran G.H., N.Y. 
1-Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
1-Robins Field, Ga. 
1-Letterman G.H., Calif. 


TYPHOID FEVER (1) 
1-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 


STATIONS WHERE SULFONAMIDE 
PROPHYLAXIS OF RESPIRATORY 
DISEASE IS BEING EMPIOYED 
IN SOM OR LL OF UNITS 


NONE 


- 6 July 19) 
RESTRICTED 


ANEBIC DYSENTERY (44) 


N-Upton, Cp., N. Y. 
Walter Reed G.H., D. C. 
—Bragg, Ft.e, N. C. 
il—Greensboro AAFORD, N.C. 
-McPherson, Ft., Ga. 


ANKYLOSTOMIAS 6 


—Bowie’, Cp., Tex. 
—Brooke G.H., Tex. 


COCCIDICIDONYCOSIS (23) 


-Laughlin AAF, la. 
5-Pyote ALF, Tex. 


10-Marana AAF, Ariz. 
5-Minter Field, Calif. 


-Percy Jones G.H., Mich. 
-Vaughan G.H., Ill. 


—Bowie, Cpe, Tex. 
-Harlingen AAF, Tex. 


Cdt. Ctr. 
-Baxter G.H., Wash. 
-Douglas, Ft., Wash. 
-McCaw G.H., Wash. 
Santa Monica, Calif. 
AAF Redist. Sta. 


DENGUE FEVER (1 KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (5) 


—Battey G.H., Ga. —Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
Scott Field, Ill. 

N-Jos. T. Robinson, p.,Ark. 
-Velters, Cp., Tex. 


1-—Lettermn G.H., Calif. 


RELAPSING FEVER (1 FILARIASIS 


l—-Hoff G.H., Calif. -Westover Field, Mass. 3-Walter Reed GeH., D. Ce 


COCCIDIOIDAL GRANULOMA (1 


RESTRICTED 


LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


st OC = 


2-Davis-Monthan Field, Ariz. 


25-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
li-Amarillo AAF, Tex. 


GE MEA 


13-McClellan, Fte, Ala. 
10-Livingston, Cp., La. 
li-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 
14-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
12-Seymour Johnson Field,N.G 
45-Hood, Cp., Tex. 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 
AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 
AND STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STRENGTH 


1—New Castle AAB, Del. 
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